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Introduction 
 
We understand that setting up a school group can be daunting, but we promise it is 

a fantastic way to spread UKSCN’s message to your fellow pupils and also put 

pressure on the government to act on climate change. UKSCN is a decentralised 

organisation and it is essential that smaller groups operate united and strong. In 

the words of Greta Thunberg “You are never too small to make a difference”.   

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Whilst looking at making your school more eco-friendly is always important, it is 

important to remember that the key focus of a UKSCN school group is pushing for 

top-down systemic change. 

 

 

What is a UKSCN school group? 
 

The purpose of a UKSCN school group is to combine education and action. The 

UKSCN school group is a reformed ecosociety that proactively campaigns for large 

scale change rather than focusing on small, consumerist changes . These groups will 

encourage students to actively takes steps within schools and mobilises students 

to tackle worldwide inaction on climate change. The exact direction and actions of 

your UKSCN school group is up to you and it can take on a variety of forms outlined 

in “Suggested Activities”. 
 

 

Logistics 
 

The first thing to do now is get a couple of people on board to help you - it is much 

easier to be motivated and get things done when you are not alone. If you have 

friends or others at school who you know are passionate about climate issues 

already, then this is perfect. If not then ask around and try to convince a few people 

to help you - sharing a few of the facts from our website should help them to realise 

the importance of this. 

 

Remember, it is always great to involve people who previously may not have had a 

strong interest in the climate justice movement as they can supply fantastic new 

ideas, so don’t worry if you’re the only organiser who has a history in this, or if you 
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yourself are new to this. We all have to start somewhere and a UKSCN school 

group is a great place to start.  

 

Next, it is a good idea to obtain permission from your school to set up the group. 

Have a meeting with your headteacher or head of year and explain to them your 

goals and the importance of setting up this group. It can be good to emphasise that 

this shows you are not simply bunking off school and that you are truly passionate 

about climate justice. Most schools will be super keen, but if yours is refusing you 

permission then get in touch with us and we can work together and see what we 

can do. You can contact us via the form on our website. 

 

Now that you have permission, decide on a day and time for your regular meetings 

- a lot of groups hold these weekly or fortnightly during lunch break, for example. 

Book a room in your school  - if you are unsure of how to do this, speak to a 

supportive teacher and they should be able to help you. Alternatively, you could 

meet in a local park, library, cafe or any other suitable place! It’s completely up to 

you as a group to decide when and where you meet. 

 

 

Promotion 
 

Once you have permission from your school to create a group and you have a few 

other people willing to help you, it's time for you to start getting the word out. 

There are 3 main ways we recommend doing this: 

1. Posters 

These are a great way to spread your message. 

It’s important to make sure you have permission before doing this - if you 

can’t get permission to place them around the school corridors you can ask 

individual teachers to put them up in their classrooms. 
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It’s great if you can make your own posters but if not we have some you can 

use: 

http://bit.ly/2QgnCjL 

Posters work well if they are simple, shocking and easy to understand.  

2. Assemblies  

Whilst this one may take a lot of guts, it’s certainly a great way you can get 

your voice heard across the school. 

How you arrange this and how long your talk lasts is really up to you and 

your school. You can write your own talk and we think the more personal 

they are the more impactful - but if you are having trouble with this you can 

contact us for advice or to use on of our pre-prepared talks. 

 

3.  Word of mouth 

It seems obvious, right? But this is by far the best method of getting 

information out there. 

Talk to your friends who might be interested, put it on your instagram and 

generally spread the word as much as you can - it helps a lot to have a few 

people commit to your first meeting and it gives you a good idea of the 

turnout. 

 

 

The first meeting 
 

Introductions 

For the first meeting, the best place to start is with introductions. Even if 

most of you already know each other, this can help break the ice and makes 

everyone feel comfortable. 

This could just be name, age and pronouns, or you could also include things 

like a fun fact about yourself, or why you wanted to get involved. 
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Agenda 

It’s also a good idea to have an agenda – this could just be a few points – as it 

helps to make sure the discussion doesn’t stray too far off topic and also lets 

people know what the focus of the meeting will be in advance. 

  

Facilitator 

It may be useful to have someone to facilitate the meeting, to ensure that 

people stick to the agenda, and that everyone who wants to, gets a chance to 

contribute.  

  

Minutes 

It really helps for someone to take notes during the meeting – these can be 

formal minutes or just a brief outline of what was covered. It is key for these 

notes/minutes to record who has agreed to do what and when. 

  

Communication 

The first meeting is a really good place to organise how everyone is going to 

communicate outside meetings. We would recommend using a messaging 

app such as Whatsapp or Slack , as this means you can confirm dates of 

future meetings and circulate any notes that were taken. 

  

Of course, it is up to you how you want to run your meetings and how formal/ 

informal you want them to be – these are just some tips to help them run more 

smoothly! 

 

 

Suggested Activities 
 

Taking direct action is a key part of a UKSCN school group. This could be in the 

form of a strike, picket line outside your school, die in, lock on or any other action 
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that you choose. Of course, what you do will depend on your school and your 

group’s personal capabilities, but this kind of action is one of the most effective 

ways of getting noticed - it is why the global youth strikes have been so successful! 

For example, if your school is refusing to allow students to join the national strikes, 

why not protest by setting up a picket line outside the school gates? If you are 

facing disciplinary action then please get in touch and let us know - UKSCN is 

behind any actions you take as long as they fit with our values and will support you 

through any possible consequences. Our legal team is also able to give advice 

about what you and your school are legally able to do.  

 

Letter writing campaigns are a fantastic way to get your whole group involved and 

allow you to directly let our leaders know that the youth care. We recommend 

writing to your local MPs as well as some of the people who have power over 

environmental issues in government, like Claire Perry and Michael Gove. 

 

If your letters are well received and conversation begins with your local MP, you 

may be able to invite them to a discussion in your school group. You can challenge 

your MP and they can challenge you creating hopefully essential discourse with 

our leaders.  

 

Did you know that local councils can declare climate emergencies? This means 

your local council can acknowledge the importance of action against climate 

change and set carbon neutral targets. Your group can find out whether your 

council has declared a climate  emergency. If they haven’t we recommend writing 

to your council members urging them to, if they already have then your group can 

examine their targets and make sure they are on track to reach them. 

 

As we have already said, school groups are a fantastic way to combine education 

and action. Educating your fellow group members can be a good way to make sure 

you all understand the severity of the situation, a brilliant method of getting 

everyone involved could be to invite different group members to talk about a 
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different topic each week e.g arctic ice melting, effect of climate change on natural 

disasters, current government action on climate change. 

 

The educational aspect of your school group shouldn’t be isolated to your school 

group and should try and expand to all parts of the school. We recommend 

presenting assemblies to different year groups in your school, creating posters to 

spread awareness about the threat of climate change and also offering to help 

create whole-school or year enrichment day plans focused on climate change. Not 

only will these let your peers know about climate change, they may help grow your 

school group. 

 

School groups are also very much welcome to organise fundraising events for their 

group, or UKSCN as a whole. How about a bake sale, using all sustainable 

ingredients? 

 

We recommend running debates on different climate change related issues within 

your group, it’s a fantastic way to get everyone involved, test your knowledge and 

also challenge any preconceptions you may have. How about discussing veganism 

or why the government has not been proactive in preventing climate change? 

 

To keep your members happy and engaged we recommend keeping your 

activities as interactive as possible, this list is simply a suggestion and really you 

can do whatever you want as long as it fits into the principles of UKSCN. 

 

We would love to hear about what successful things you have done in your group, 

so please do get in touch! 
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How to keep your group connected 
 

Keeping motivation up within your group is really important. One major way that 

can help you feel like you are really making an impact is communicating and 

organising with other local UKSCN school groups and regions. You could have 

meetings altogether (either in person or via an online platform such as Zoom) to 

catch up on what you are all up to, or coordinate actions and events. If you are 

inviting a speaker into your group, hosting a debate or running a fundraising event, 

why not let some other local UKSCN groups know and see if they want to come 

along too? Social media is also a great way to keep track of what others are up to 

and to chat about your successes and where to go in the future.  

 

When you register your UKSCN school group, you will be linked up with a regional 

coordinator, who will be a point of contact for you to get in touch with other 

groups, find out what is going on in your area, and also feedback and organise your 

own wider events. 
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